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Cultural Symbol Constitution and Cognition of Badge for Universities

ZHENG Lin-xin, SUN Hua-feng
(Zhejiang University of Science and Technology, Hangzhou 310023, China)

ABSTRACT: The paper aims to summarize the design rules of cultural symbols used in excellent badge design with high
identifiability, memorability and artistry by studying the effects of cultural symbols on cultural image cognition in design
of badges for universities, and provides references for later logo design of higher education. School badge images of 39
“985 project” universities were collected to deconstruct their cultural symbols to obtain the objective relationship between
school badges and cultural symbols. The experiment of image cognition was carried out on this basis. Firstly, the audi-
ences were invited to subjectively score 39 universities’ badge design in three aspects including humanity, education and
school to acquire the subjective relationship between school badges and cultural images. Then, team of experts was in-
vited to employ the focus group method to discuss and analyze experimental samples. Finally, the design rules of cultural
images in the design of badges for universities were concluded. School badge is the external vision expression of a
school's internal spirit. As the core element of a university’s brand image, the school badge promotes the development of
school culture. While emphasizing the artistry of logo design, the identifiability and memorability of logo design should
be considered. Different expressions of design will make the same cultural symbol produce different cultural images. At
the same time, different cultural symbols will bring about different cognition degrees, and literary cultural symbols are
easier to be recognized than that of character and architecture.
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Tab.1 List of cultural symbols of badges in 39 “985 Project” universities in China
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Flow chart of image cognition experiment
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Tab.2 Scale of cultural image cognition of badges in 39985 Project”universities in China
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i Ak Sofe Sofk 2R e ok sk AR ik e Sofe
BR BE%R X B% Bz EB% B B% R
RN 3.83 3.53 234 | VHEATHEKRFE 352 327 235 alEa N 329 2.81 2.19
| iy 3.98 342 258 | fEHRHEEIRE 321 273 1.86 K& T K 3.52  3.55 2.37
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Tab.3 Ranking statistics of school image cognition of badges
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4 WK 3.83 38 Herh R R 3.21
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Tab.4 Ranking statistics of educational
image cognition of badges
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Tab.5 Ranking statistics of humanistic
image cognition of badges
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Tab.6 Comprehensive recognition ranking of cultural image cognition of badges

He44 2R FR ZAIANTE | HeA ST AN | HA 2R FR AN
1 e 10.3 14 IR R 9.37 27 bR T K2 8.82
2 T E AR K2 10 15 B HR 9.37 28 P IR A 8.82
3 B SN 9.98 16 M RF 9.33 29 ALK 8.75
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13 KIEH T R 9.44 26 B ey N2 8.83 39 o R K2 7.76
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