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Butterfly Effect: When Life Becomes Subject of Design

XIN Xiang-yang'~
(1.Sichuan Academy of Fine Arts, Chongqing 401331, China; 2.XXY Innovation, Wuxi 214125, China)

ABSTRACT: This paper aims to propose the idea that life can be a subject of design rather than contexts of
use; to analyze the nature and attributes of life; to explore approaches for life transformation. Identify theo-
retic foundation for proposing life as a subject of design through comparative literature review; use narrative
inquiry to explore nature and framework of life and to develop an approach for transforming lives. Behavior
(contents and habits), environment (physical and social) and value (as purposes or principles) are three main
aspects of life, while experience penetrates them, as the total expression of life process or as feelings of par-
ticular life engagements. Together, they form a framework of attributes of life, BEV-E (Behavior-Environment-
Value & Experience). Life doesn’t change overnight, but through a constant evolving process of imaging new
ways of living, actions of bringing imagination into reality, and reflections of experiences. IDR (Initiating,
Developing and Recognition) method proposes a design led, self-driving life transformation, supported by
well-planned physical and social environments that aims to promote positive butterfly effects of transforma-
tions of lives.
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