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Application of UCD Design Method in the Design of Walking Aids for the Elderly

XIONG Yang-ting
(Hubei Engineering University, Xiaogan 432000, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to better meet the travel needs of the elderly, anddesign and researchwalkers for the elderly
to help improve their quality of life, regarding the increasingly serious trend of the global aging. Based on the under-
standing of the social background and existing products, the user-centered design (UCD) methods were researched. The
walkers for the elderly were designed according to the process of UCD methods, in combinationwith the social situation in
China and the physiological and psychological characteristics of the elderly. Due to the rapidsociotechnical development,
intelligent products have gradually become the leader of life. When designing the elderly walkers, designers should not
focus too much on the goal, butregard the targeted elderly groups as the design center. New ideas are provided for the de-

sign of walkers for the elderly by researching the said design, thus soothing the emotions of the elderly and giving them

physical and mental care.
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