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Rural Children’s Educational Product Design from the
Perspective of Embodied Cognition
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ABSTRACT: The paper aims to research on design of educational products for rural children from the perspective of
embodied cognition. CiteSpace was used to analyze the research methods of embodied cognition in China. From the de-
sign point of view, the combination of embodied cognition and product design was explained. A two-dimensional analysis
of four kinds of children’s educational products, such as books, toys, teaching aids and educational apps was made and
reflected in children’s activities. By analyzing the group characteristics of rural children, the opportunity and significance
of applying the theory of embodied cognition to the design of rural children’s educational products were found. Based on
research, the user experience map was drawn; and the basic needs hidden under the phenomenon were explored. Com-
bined with the previous research, the design thinking of children’s education products in rural environment was proposed
from the three levels of design instinct, behavior and reflection. The experience of body and the interaction between body
and environment are important factors affecting cognitive understanding. Rural children have their unique group charac-
teristics and living environment. By combining the theory of embodied cognition with the design of educational products,
four design elements of rural children’s educational products are put forward: content based on cognition, making up for
emotional deficiency, enhancing the rural identity and delivering the sense of hope and future, and the design elements are
extended in design performance, providing design thinking cases for rural children’s education products.
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Fig.1 Development of embodied cognition
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Fig.4 Analysis chart of educational product development
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