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Source Exploration and Design Practice of Shanghai Style Furniture

ZHU Song-wei
(Zhejiang Wanli University, Ningbo 315100, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to explore the internal reasons for the vibrant development of Shanghai style furniture and
the enlightenment for the development of contemporary Chinese design art. By exploring the source of the Shanghai style
furniture, the driving source, feature source and culture source for the development of Shanghai style furniture were ana-
lyzed and the core of vibrant development was summarized. Then, the development concept was proved by the design
practice of furniture. The development of industrial civilization in modern Shanghai promotes the development of
Shanghai style furniture, and makes it present a variety of design languages. The innovation development is the internal
reason that Shanghai style furniture design can keep active and come from tradition to modern. In addition, the key to the
vitality of Shanghai style furniture lies in the handling of constancy and change in the evolution of furniture context.
Constancy is the cultural consciousness of adapting to the times and rooting in local areas, while change is the innovation
of technical means and design language. The case of the Songxi Chair reflects the positive influence of Shanghai style
furniture culture on contemporary China’s furniture design, and it is also an exploration of innovation of contemporary
Chinese furniture design.
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Fig.1 Design drawing of “Modern Home”

by furniture company
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Fig.2 Shanghai style furniture mixing
Chinese and Western furniture style
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Art Nouveau features
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Art Deco features
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Fig.5 The Songxi Chair
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