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Application of Visual Symbols in Design of Public Facilities of Tianjin Five Boulevards

YANG Qi
(Tiangong University, Tianjin 300387, China)

ABSTRACT: The paper aims to extract visual symbols in historical and cultural tourism blocks of the Tianjin Five
Boulevards in aspects of text, image and color, to explore the value of applying visual symbols in public facilities of
tourism blocks, and provide technical route and design example to solve the lack of individuality of public facilities in
historical city blocks. Through a retrospective investigation on the cultural traditions of Tianjin Five Boulevards, and from
the extraction of text, image and color, the methods and designing rules on how to extract and use visual symbols were
summarized. The application value of visual symbols in design of public facilities was analyzed. From the service, infor-
mation, sanitation and lighting four representative public facilities, the public facilities in Tianjin Five Boulevards were
redesigned by implanting visual symbols. Each historical city block has its own unique characteristics based on local his-
torical accumulation and inheritance. Incorporating visual symbols extracted from regional features in the design of public
facilities could yield a better convey of the city spiritual culture and a higher level of city recognizability.
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The Tianjin Five Boulevards area in the late 19th century

K 2

Fig.2  Status photos of the Tianjin Five Boulevards area
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Fig.3 Font style of the Republic of China
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Fig.4 European classical carriage style in the 19th century
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Fig.5 Color atlas of the main building of the Tianjin Five Boulevards
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Fig.6  Public seat design
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Fig.7 Sign design
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