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Design Matterology: Abstraction and Concretization of the Targets
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ABSTRACT: The paper is to highlight the importance of “design” and targets of planning matter, and emphasize that at-
tention should be paid to not only the application of abstract thinking and verb thinking, but also the study of the internal
logical relationship between external factors and target system when taking design as a mean. The role of target and de-
sign in the process of planning matters are explained by describing the complexity of the relationship between the con-
stituent factors of matter system. The concept and characteristics of abstract thinking and its application in the process of
abstract research on targets are discussed, and the advantages of verb thinking on research matter system and creation of
tools are expounded through literature research. Then, the establishment of the target system and the principle of “seeking
truth from facts” in the research process of the target concretization are discussed through the study of the relationship
between internal factors and external factors. Finally, the core value of design lying in the coordination relationship is ex-
plained by exploring the external factors to achieve the targets of planning matter with the help of the case “information
transmission”. The logic of the problems in the research of matterology is interpreted through the research process of ab-
stractness and concretization of the target which takes the matter as the core. The research ideas and methods of the ex-
ternal factors limiting the target are expounded, which provides reference for the peers who study the problem by using
design matterology.
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Tab.1 The components of matter system
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Tab.2 Wowotou (steamed bread of corn) was eaten by Lao Mr. Wang
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Tab.3 Describing “to avoid light” by the different subjects and adverbials and adverbial clauses
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Tab.4 Therelationship between the constraints of different ways to achieve the same target
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Fig.1 Thelogical relationships among abstract goals,
concrete goals, internal and external causes,
subgoals and target systems
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