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Design Exploration of Props Formsto Promote the Sharing of
Storiesamong the Elderly People

CHEN Shi-han
(Fujian Jiangxia University, Fuzhou 350002, China)

ABSTRACT: Props are used as the intermediary for the elderly to share their stories when they engaged in social activi-
ties. The activities supported by nursing homes are used to explore the types of props that are suitable for people with
different levels of physical activities, and the form of propsin the narrative realm conforms to principles, so that props can
assist or promote the sharing of narrator stories and social interaction. Observation and oral analysis methods are used to
understand the comprehensive coping ability and physical and mental status of the elderly in props intervention team ac-
tivities. What's more, the connection among the narrator’s narrative content, prop type and behavior will be recognized to
form patterns. First, props can promote the sharing of stories of the elderly, such as assisting the elderly to associate and
communicate as well as to assist in the expression of behavior. Secondly, the relationship between the appearance image
and the life experience of the elderly, the recognition and operation of the props, and the types of the props should be con-
sidered in the design of the props, so as to improve the experience of the elderly in social activities. Thirdly, the form of
activity, from object selection to construction, and from concrete cognition to narrative to the translation of abstract
experience should be carried out from easy to difficult. Fourthly, the difficulty of the activity form, appearance, type and
guantity of props, as well as the narrative content and behavior are generated correspondingly. All of these factors will
affect the willingness and ability of self-expression of the elderly to various degrees, thus affecting the overall social in-
teraction and quality. Therefore, according to different physical and mental levels of the elderly, matching appropriate
props type and form of intervention should be considered by the designer.
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Fig.3 Comparison of figurative and abstract material
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Fig.5 Theform and process of props involved in experience sharing activities
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