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Visual Design and Application of Dialect Emoticonsin the New Media Era

QIAO Chun-mei
(Zhanjiang Science and Technology College, Zhanjiang 524000, China)

ABSTRACT: This paper aims to explore the characteristics of Internet emoticons in the new media era, provide a rea-
sonable way of combining Internet emoticons with Cantonese dialect, and establish the matching relationship between re-
gional culture and visual design of social emoticons, so as to design dialect emoticons satisfying the audience in a visual
way. Based on semiotics, the abstract, concise and cartoon design method has been adopted, and the representative Can-
tonese dialect words from the perspective of parent-child relationship have been selected for visual design research.
Through the presentation form of Internet emoticons, the context of Cantonese dialect is changed from aural communica-
tion to visual expression. Thus, the research on the visual design and application of combined dialect and Internet emoti-
cons are realized. The semantic form of Cantonese dialect is related to the Internet emoticons. Cantonese dialect has the
symbolic meaning of the local language in Guangdong, which interacts with the design of emoticons. The connotation and
range of Internet emoticons need to be supplemented and expanded by the symbolic meaning of Guangdong dialect. Both
of them complement and rely on each other.

KEY WORDS: new media; dialect; emoticons; visual
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Fig.1 Three phases of emoticons
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Fig.2 Expressions of catchphrases featured in Cantonese
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