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Figure-ground Relation in the Design of the Cruise Ship Cabin

ZHA L
(Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430070, China)

ABSTRACT: This paper studies the general principle of graph base separation, aims to find out the characteristic law of
the figure-ground relation in the design of the cruise ship cabin to re-understand the figure-ground relation for the design
of the cruise ship cabin. Based on the principle of image base, the relationship between image and base in cruise cabin vi-
sion is analyzed. Then, from the perspective of Gestalt psychology, the conditions of the separation between the drawing
and the bottom is understood to summarize various laws of the relationship between the drawing and the bottom of the
cabin, and each law corresponding to the existing specific cases for further analysis. Based on the existing laws and the
principle of the figure-ground relation, the visual design transformation of the recognized problem cabin is carried out.
The validity of the design method is verified, in the meantime, another reliable way for cruise cabin design is put forward.
There are unique visual design principles in the cruise cabin. The psychological principle of the figure-ground relation is
the main design method, which can effectively realize the psychological needs of tourists in the cabin vision. In the exist-
ing cases, this paper summarizes a series of figure-ground laws of the cabin to provide clearer clues for the design of the
cruise cabin.
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Fig.1 General figure-ground relation
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K2 JFEREIE (1:450K)
Fig.2 The opening and closing figure-ground (1 : 4 magnified) relation

K3 MR (1: 24%0K)

Fig.3 The concave-convex figure-ground (1 : 2 magnified) relation
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Fig.4 Thesmall and big figure-ground relation
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Fig.5 The symmetric figure-ground and viewpoint plan
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Fig.6 The cross figure-ground and viewpoint plan
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Fig.7 Thefigure-ground material density
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Fig.9 Thelight-dark figure-ground and viewpoint plan
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Fig.10 The cool and warm figure-ground colors
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Fig.11 Thelively and silent figure-ground relation
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Fig.12 Disney magic cabin (left) and fantasy cabin (right)
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Fig.13 Norwegian encore cabin’s figure-ground relation after transformation
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K14 vriE R S IR S S
Fig.14 Norwegian breakaway cabin’s figure-ground relation after transformation
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