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Design Method of Joint Innovation Products Based on Semiotic Rhetoric

HAN Zheng-ming, TAN Tao’
(Anhui University of Finance and Economics, Anhui Bengbu 233030, China)

ABSTRACT: The work aims to design with cultural office supplies as the ontology and auspicious symbols as the figura-
tive body from the perspective of symbolic rhetoric by ajoint innovation method which combines observation method and
feature point enumeration method, to explore new ideas in the field of product design types. The design process was di-
vided into three stages: observation, enumeration and connection. Through literature research, field investigation and oth-
er methods, category statistics, induction and classification of metaphor and ontology were carried out, and combined with
observation method, text records of auspicious symbols and cultural office supplies were carried out from the three
systems of human, machine and environment of ergonomics. Feature point enumeration was used to list the characteristics
of the things recorded. Key symbols of things were extracted and targeted combined with five commonly used symbolic
rhetoric methods in design: simile, metaphor, metonymy, synecdoche and allegory, and the text writing and symbol con-
nection of the type of symbolic rhetoric were carried out. The design case proves that the joint innovation of the above
methods has remarkable operability and application effect, which can help designers select symbols in the classified sys-
tematic relationship and assist designers in the innovative design of products.

KEY WORDS: auspicious symbol; observation method; characteristic enumeration method; semiotic rhetoric; product
design; method
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Tab.1 Category statistics of auspicious symbols
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Tab.3 Observation method for text recording
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Fig.1 Textual compilation and symbolic connection of similes
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